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In section 54 of the same work, two more of Firdausi's
demons are mentioned, being Slander and Envy and
quarrelsomeness. That section tells us of " Slander,
the deceiver, hatred and envy, besides the overpower-
ing progress of disgrace (Nang), quarrelling ". Thus
if we put together sections 50-52 and 54 of that
chapter of the Dadistan-i Dinik the whole list of
demons mentioned by Firdausi is fully covered. Since
the poet was writing a poem, and not a formal treatise
on Pahlavi theology, we can well understand why he
confined himself to the abstract vices in the list, and
left out names like Mitoklit, Asto-vidad and Bushasp
which would have been hopelessly unfamiliar to his
audience and would have merely burdened his text,
besides raising further doubts about his orthodoxy.
Similar ideas are also found in the Ganj-e-Sliayigan
(section 11).
It might be mentioned that Firdausi has high
authority^ both from Pahlavi and Avesta tests for
putting A# (Greediness) first as the leader of demons.
Thus in the Mainog-i Khirad (chapter VIII), after
describing the destruction of fiends at resurrection, it is,
said that the angels Mitro and Zravan and Eashnu
will smite " in the end even Azo the demon " (S. B.
E. Vol. XXIV, p- 33). In the same work (chapter II,
sections 15-16) this supremacy of Az is thus account-
ed for : the demon of greediness deceives a man,,
making the treasures of this world tasteless to, and
those of the spirit unperceived, by men. Moreover,,
turning from the Pahlavi books to the Avesta